
DOING MORE FOR A DIGNIFIED LIFE

 Visiting a Casita Linda Site        
By Carol Wheeler

    It's like a visit to another world. In fact, it is another world out 
there in the countryside. Oh yes, the brilliant sun that shines down on 
the Rodriguez Murillo family and their plot of land is the same sun that 
shines down on us somewhat privileged residents of San Miguel. But 
out here in the country, we’re visiting a family of eight without a real 
house to live in.
    They show us around. The "house" they've created on their land 
does give some shelter in good weather, but when walls don't meet 
roofs and doorways can't support doors, the resulting gaping holes 
leave the family vulnerable to rain, wind and freezing temperatures, as 
well as stray animals and other people. 
    Maria Eugenia and Sergio Rodriguez, mother and dad of the family, 
look healthy enough, and so do their five children, ranging in age from 

18 years down to 18 months. But beautiful early fall weather can be 
deceiving. Maria Eugenia says that the children get sick living in what 
really is the outdoors, and then she needs to buy medicine, which is 
another expense they really can't meet. 
    Maria Eugenia doesn’t have to mention (because we can see for 
ourselves) that things have to be kept up high (there’s a high shelf 
going all the way around the main room) so stray dogs can’t get into 
things, but she does point out that people can also be a problem: some 
tools they needed had recently been stolen. No way to stop it. Ah, but 
soon she’ll have a door, and a lock. What a difference. 
    Right now, it’s a beautiful, balmy day and everyone's helping to put 
up the new house. The family had just heard eight days before that they 
would be the newest owners of a Casita Linda and they were thrilled. 
"All foreigners who have helped with Casita Linda," Maria Eugenia 
said, "are like angels who go to heaven, because they've helped so 
many people." While she said it, her mother, Gloria Murillo, who also 
lives with the family, beamed and nodded.
    Hard at work helping Casita Linda workers to create yet another 
adobe masterpiece on this sunny afternoon were Papa Sergio and the 
children as well as other members of the family--sisters and aunts and 
nieces and cousins, all gathered around to pitch in. Sergio has another 
job, too. He's an artisan, creating beautiful, grand mirrors wreathed in 
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sumptuous tin flowers for a shop in town. Maria Eugenia has 
her hands full with taking care of the family (even with the 
abuela's help). How do you prepare meals and wash clothes 
and keep things even marginally tidy when you're 
responsible for eight people living virtually outdoors, 
without the benefit of running water, electricity, gas or (of 
course) machines of any kind? Beats me.
    There are two "rooms" in the family's current residence. 
One is very much filled with bureaus and cupboards and 
clothes racks (possessions for eight people, including a few 
pretty cool-looking teenagers--okay, how do they do it?). The 
other, where we were served a drink of fruit water (I think 
that's what it was--it wasn't too sweet and it tasted good) in 
pretty glass cups, is pretty much all beds (but they also serve 
as sofas, and there's an easy chair, too). There's a stove there, 

too, and a window, but of course when it gets dark, it must be  very dark indeed.
    The Rodriguez Murillos are handsome, articulate, welcoming and cheery people. They're clearly smart and inventive, 
too--how else would you survive this kind of life? If it were me, I'd feel so cheated (at least until Casita Linda came 
along). What--I work and make beautiful things but I can't even give my family a house that keeps the rain out? Why 
me? Obviously, this is not what this darling family feels. From Marta Elizabeth, 18, through Juana Maria, 16, Eduardo, 
14, Diana Alejandra, 11, to tiny Jenifer Sofia, a year and a half, they all seem full of energy and good feeling. Kind of a 
tribute to their parents, I'd say, AND their grandma, who seems not only loving  but also quite healthy and happy, 
despite a few missing teeth.
    They all help show us around the place. They’re proud, really, of what they have now, and with good reason--how is 
it possible to keep things together, even to have two sparkling glass cups for guests, not to mention clean, very nice 
clothes for all the children under these circumstances? But they can’t wait for their new, snug, impervious, invulnerable 
Casita Linda house with, well, think about it--windows, a sleeping loft, running water, a sink. Only little Jenifer Sofia, 

in her darling watermelon-trimmed dress, is probably 
oblivious to it all. Likely she won’t even remember that she 
lived outside when she was little. Maybe she’ll go to 
college. Wouldn’t that be nice?

Raquel Gonzales and her children

Family Murillo

The Murillo's new earth block Casita Linda
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PARTNERS OF CASITA LINDA

Just Mention Our Name--on Mountain Avenue

MountainAvenue.com is a new, socially conscious, gift-giving website. This online store offers unique fair trade 
and eco-friendly gifts from around the world. At checkout, shoppers buying gifts can click on Casita Linda and we 
will receive part of the purchase price back as a donation.  

Now, every time you buy a gift at www.MountainAvenue.com for a friend or family member, you not only give to 
the villager who made it, you also give to Casita Linda.  We encourage you to do your online shopping at Mountain 
Avenue.  Shop from home and have your gifts sent directly to the recipients.  No border hassles and costs! 

Posada de los Raqueros -  Beach Bonanza for Casita Linda

    Hans Brouwers and Angie Romeyn are both long-time supporters of Casita Linda  and owners of the lovely 
beach resort Posada de Los Raqueros, located in Troncones, near Zihuatanejo on Mexico’s Pacific coast. Hans and 
Angie have made a most extraordinary offer to all friends of Casita Linda. 
 
Subject to prior bookings and with only two brief holiday blackout periods, Posada de Los Raqueros will donate 
fifty percent (that's half!) of the cost of each reservation made through summer 2010 to Casita Linda. The only 
proviso is that the person making the reservation mentions that they are a friend of Casita Linda. 
 
All those contemplating a Pacific Coast vacation this winter or early spring are urged to visit the Posada de Los 
Raqueros website: www.raqueros.com for a wonderful overview of the facility.  A large condo at Punta Marina in 
Zihuatanejo is also included in the offer.  Additional condo information is found at www.puntamarinazihua.com/ 
indexquinta.html 
 
Reservations for both properties may be made by emailing: reservations@raqueros.com. But don't forget:  Friends 
of Casita Linda must identify themselves as such at the time the reservation is made.  Blackout dates are: December 
15, 2009 – January 3, 2010, and March 28 – April 11, 2010. 
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MICROSOFT Loves Casita Linda

By Michael Gerber
    Three months have passed and the people in San Miguel are 
still buzzing about the incredible Broadway Loves Casita Linda 
extravaganza.  One of many positive outcomes incuded the kudos 
of a gentleman named Lars Boeson.  Visiting from Seattle, Lars 
approached me in the jardin while I was selling tickets with Jack 
and Rosa Harrop.  Lars bought four tickets and exclaimed that 
heÕd been reading about Casita Linda and loved our project.  He 
handed me his card and told me to e-mail him in a couple of days 
when he got home; he had some fundraising ideas.  Lars 
responded immediately and had already put Casita Linda into the 
matching grants program that his company, Microsoft, has in 
place for non-profit organizations.  Then Lars proceeded to host a lunch for his division.  Louise Gilliam acted quickly 
on behalf of Casita Linda and put together a San Miguel Vacation package, offering her house and Betty Carlson and 
Greg MacCleave donated their home as well, for a five-day stay to be auctioned off at LarsÕ luncheon event.   Lars is 
still counting up the money, but so far he has raised $5,000.  Lars is committed to expanding this to other Microsoft 
divisions.  He loves San Miguel and will be back in the Spring 
for a visit.  And Casita Linda LOVES Lars.

Six Women from Fargo

    Pru Olson, Sharon Secor, Jean Hamblet, Harriet 
McCaul, Heather Neis, and Beth Marsden blew into town 
the other day, bearing gifts that came all the way from 
North Dakota, as did they. The women, who are already 
talking about what more they can do for Casita Linda and 
its beneficiaries, brought down the $3,000 they'd raised 
with "just a taco bar, really," at their church, the First 
Presbyterian in Fargo.  They also brought their own spirit, 
enthusiasm and grit, to give hands-on help building the 
current Casita Linda house out in the campo. And there 
they were this week, hauling bricks, scraping walls and 
generally working on construction and finishing, along 
with the house's future occupants.
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    A New Way to Give To Those Who Really Need It, While Remembering Your Friends and 
Family, too. For any occasion (birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, holidays), give a gift to 
Casita Linda on behalf of your grandchild, children, aunt, or friend, or any others you may choose. 
Casita Linda will send a card to the person you indicate, telling them you have given a meaningful gift in 
their name, one that provides a home for a family that doesn't have one.
    Donations by check may be made out directly to Casita Linda A.C.; checks can be mailed to 
Casita Linda, PMB 618B, 220 N. Zapata Hwy. #11, Laredo, TX 78043 or dropped off at La 
Conexi—n, Aldama 3, at box #618B (Cash can also be dropped off). Be sure to include the name of 
the person on whose behalf you are giving the gift and that person's address, so that Casita Linda 
can send a card notifying them of your generosity. For more information, go to 
www.casitalinda.org.
Here are your choices:

                 Full House $7200 USD                                          Half House $3600 USD

                 One-third House $2500 USD                                  Boveda ceiling/roof $1000 USD

                 Cocina (kitchen) $750 USD                                    Flooring or two lofts $500 USD

                 Sleeping loft $250 USD                                          Tinaca (water tank) $100 USD

                 Window or Door $50 USD

If this is a gift on behalf of someone, please list the person's name, address (and e-mail) here:

Name___________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip___________________________________________________

E-mail___________________________________________________________
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